Z I O N  U N I T E D  C H U R C H  O F   C H R I S T

Third and Jackson Streets

Decatur, Indiana

+
(*) All who are able, please stand

First Sunday of Advent
November 30, 2025 

Matthew 24:36—44   

“How do we challenge the narrative of faith being just about what we do?”

Gathering Music:         “A Charlie Brown Christmas Medley”  

The Welcome and Announcements:                       Liturgist: Jan Miller
          (Visitors: Please sign the Friendship Folder)
The Prelude:              “Rejoice And Be Merry”
Please take a moment and quiet your minds and open your hearts
as we enter this time of worship.
The Light Appears:

 The Church Bell Rings:       

*The Call to Worship:
   Please Rise                                       
Liturgist

                                                                                                          

As the sun rises on this new season, we turn within 

and ask God to renew hope in each one of us.

For the sake of my relatives and friends, proclaim with joy, 

“Let us go to the house of our God and find hope within!”

Though the days are hard, and the news, grim, 

We turn to our siblings here asking them to trust God, 

as we have so many times in the past.

For the sake of my relatives and friends, we proclaim with joy,

   “Peace be within the walls of this house, 

that our hope might spread beyond!”

In our fears and our desperation, in our exhaustion and our pain, 

God wraps us in bands of hope, holding us together so we may continue the struggle for justice and peace.

For the sake of my relatives and friends, we proclaim with joy,

“I will seek all that is good within the house of God,

 and I will carry it with me wherever I go!”

*The Hymn of Praise:     "O Come, O Come Emmanuel”         No. 123
*The Invocation (In Unison):

                                               Liturgist

    Emmanuel, we come here today to renew ourselves in the generosity of God’s hope. We will climb the mountain hand in hand that we may learn again of God’s promise to be with us, both in the valley and on the peaks. Let us set down our despair and rest in the light of God until we are renewed!



*Passing the Peace of Christ:                                                        Liturgist 

Jesus is our peace. He has reconciled us to God; born in a manger and    died on the cross. We meet in the name of Jesus and share his peace.
The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer for Transformation and New Life:                               Rev. Kahler
God, it is not a year abundant with hope. We cry out for solace, 
for rest, for strength; we curse in anger at the horrors we see perpetrated in your name; we turn our backs on those who suffer, and we scorn those who bring suffering upon others. We are lost 
and demoralized, aching for the hope in your Word, and yet when you speak, we do not hear. We do not quiet the spirit within or 
allow your peace to fall upon us. We root ourselves in devastation when true strength is born out of your tender grace. Forgive us,
 God, for abandoning hope in favor of fear and a desire for retribution. Amen.
Words of Grace:

The Scripture reading:                      Isaiah 2:1-5                        Liturgist
                                                                                    Pew Bible, Pg. 587
The Choir Anthem:
 "Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”  Chancel Choir

Lighting of the Advent Wreath:   “The Advent of Hope”  by Andrew Kooman
Jayce Neuenschwander, Claudia Strickler
Prayers of the People:  

The Morning Prayer: Spoken and Silent                                  

The Prayer of our Savior: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, as we forgive

those who sin against us, and lead us not into temptation, but   deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

The Prayer Response:                                                        Chancel Choir
The Scripture Reading:           Matthew 24:36—44   

      Rev. Kahler 
                                                                                     Pew Bible, Pg. 859
*The Sermon Hymn: 
         "O Little Town of Bethlehem”        No. 141

The Sermon:

                "Quick, Look Busy!"  
The Moment of Offering:                                                              Liturgist
Invitation to Generosity: 
Prayer Of Thanksgiving: 

God of Infinite Light,

Beloved Creator, we offer these gifts to you in the spirit of Hope. 
We place our trust in you and in those who faithfully care for your people, that these gifts will be used to protect and uplift those who are in need. Help us to remember our role to act as agents of your grace each and every day. Amen
  The Offering:                                                                       Ushers serve



               

  The Offertory Music:             “Christmas Tidings”
*The Doxology:

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;

Praise God, all creatures here below;

Praise God for all that love has done;

Creator, Christ and Spirit One. Amen.
* Hymn of Commitment:  "Angels, From the Realms of Glory” No. 131

*The Blessing and Commission:




                                 
Raised Above: Service Prayers for the First Sunday of Advent Year A was written by the Maria Mankin.

*The Song of Departing Friends:  "As With Gladness, Men of Old"   
No. 163
As with gladness men of old
Did the guiding star behold;

As with joy they hailed its light,
Leading onward, beaming bright,

So, most gracious Lord,
may we Evermore be led to Thee.
*The Light is carried forth                   
                           Acolytes serve

*The Worship Leaders exit

*The Moment for Silent Prayers



                                      Chimes

*The Postlude
              “The Birthday Of A King”
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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We welcome all members, visitors, and guests to our worship service this morning. Visitors are asked to take a few moments to sign the Friendship Folder located in each pew and place in the offering plate. 
Please join us in the dining room after worship for a time of fellowship and cookies, coffee, and punch.

The altar flowers and worship bulletins are provided today by Tom and Elaine Rash in honor of their 52nd wedding anniversary. 
We are adding a new worship service to our Christmas season, a “Blue Christmas Service” on Sunday, December 21st. This service is open to the public and supports those for whom the holidays may be a challenge due to loss, grief, or adversity, as well as for those wishing just a quiet space. Please invite friends and family and join us for a candlelight service at 6 p.m.  There are flyers in the dining room if you would like to take one to share with other groups you may participate in. The service will not be live-streamed to ensure the privacy of those in attendance.
With Christmas just around the corner, it is time for the Salvation Army Red Kettle campaign. All funds received stay in Adams County to benefit local needs. Bell ringers are needed, beginning November 29, 2 at Walmart and 1 at Kroger. Anyone who wants to help make a difference by giving a few hours of time is encouraged to call the United Way office at 260-724-2056.

The 2026 Flower and Bulletin charts are available in the West vestibule for those wishing to sponsor altar flowers and worship bulletins. Please note if you are honoring or remembering someone or a special event.

“We want to thank you all for the cards, prayers, and visits during the passing of Mary. Also, thanks for the funeral dinner provided and the hands that prepared it. Your words and thoughts were very much appreciated during the time.”
Bob Strickler Family
LOOKING AHEAD

          Wednesday, Dec. 3: Bell Choir Practice 6 p.m.

                                           Chancel Choir Practice 7 p.m.
           Thursday, Dec. 4: Bible Study, 10:30 a.m.

           Sunday, Dec. 7: Second Sunday of Advent
website:  www.zionuccdecatur.org        e-mail: office: office@zionuccdecatur.org















               pastor: arkinpastor59@gmail.com

Last week's Worship Attendance:  54     Offering:$ 5109.00 (Incl. $100 Mary   




















Strickler memorial)
Needed each week: $4045.87
Scan here to make your donation via Paypal
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